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istration. Less than a month later the Director informed the Atlanta 
office flint an SCLC wiretap “is in line to be presented to the new At- 
torney Gene nil. and a survey, with full security assured ... is desir- 
able.* * ,rtS FIJI tiles contain no indication bf the disposition of this final 

request. 

C. MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE OF DR. KING: JANU- 
ARY 1964-XOVKMDER 1965. 

From January 1964 through November 1005, fhc Fill installed at 
least 15 hidden microphones in hotel and motel rooms oeeitpictl by 
Mini ivi Luther King. ,<u The FIJI has told the Committee a Unit the 
following microphone surveillniices: 

— \Villnr«l Hotel. Washington. D.C. (Jan. 5. 1904). 

— Shroeder Hofei. Milwaukee (.Inn. :57. 1904). 

— Hilton Hawaiian Village. Honolulu (Feb. IS. 1904). 

— Ambassador Hotel. L<ts Angeles (Fob. 20. 1904). 

— Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles (Feb. 22, IDG4). 

— Sfatler Hotel. Detroit (Mar. 11). 1004). 

— Senntor .Motel. Sacramento ( Apr. *_>3, (OfUA . 

— ITyntt House Motel. Los Angeles (July 7. 1904), 

— Manger I lord. Savannah. (»a. (Sept. 28. 1964). 

— Park Sheraton Iforel. New York (Jan. U 10(15). 

— Americana Hotel. New York (Jan. 28. 1965). 

—Sheraton Atlantic Hotel. New York (Mav 12. 1065). 

— Astor Hotel. New York (Oct. 14. 1965). * 

— New \ork Hilton Hotel. New York (Oct. 28. 1965). 

—Americana Hotel. New York (Nov. 29. 1965 ) . 195 

/. Rendon* for the FBI M trrophone Surveillance of Dr. King. 
, J r he . xr * reIa P s nn Or. King s home telephone and the phones of the 
>CL( ’ offices were authorized bv the Attorney General for the stated 
purpose of determining whether suspected communists were influenc- 
ing the coui^se of the civil rights movement. FBI documents indicate 
that the microphone coverage, (which was initiated without the 
knowledge of the Attorney Generals, in conformance with practice 
then current), was originally designed not only to pick up information 
hearing on possible Communist influence over Dr. King, but also to 
obtain information for use in the FBI’s secret effort to discredit Dr. 


” Memorandum from Director. FBI to SAC. Atlanta. 2/14/69. 

U ltn«?«ses have indicated that other microphones might have been used to 

• over the activities of Dr. King and his associates, although those microphones 
might have l«e«»n placed by local law enforcement officers. Bureuu document* 
Indicate that the New York and Miami police did in fact place microphones in 
Pr. Kluge hotel rooms. tMeuiorundiim from Director. FBT to Sjxvlul Agent In 
t harge New York ;VJ/G5 ; Memorandum from Frederick Baumgardner to Wll- 
liuin .suliivon. 5/2i/«6>. C<»mrr**ssninn Andrew Young, who was one of Dr King’s 
chief aides testified : ‘We found a hug In the pulpit in a church In Selma. Aln- 

liainn. In 1.*« and we didn’t f “n m „rc It or destroy it. We took It out from under 
he pulpit taped It on top of the pulpit, and Reverend Abemathv called It. this 
little ilo-hlckey mid he said. \ want you to tell Mr. Hoover. I don’t want it under 
here where then* Is a whole M of static. I want him to get It straight.’ and he 
preached to the little ling.” i Andrew Young testimony. 2/10/76. p. 55A 

i.crriT from FBf to Senuro SHe*d Ommiftis*. 7/21/75. pp, 4-5. (The Bureau 
M '« r, «'*rixe<l the installation «>r n uferophone at the lhirk iSheratnii Hotel In 
New Inrk .a, March 20. 1 965. hut DiS» King did not stay at|[tbe hotel and the 
v**mg** was terminuted. ) 
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Kin ^ aS the leader of the civil rights movement. By I9b.i 
references to discrediting efforts had been dropped, and documents 
requesting authorization for microphones mentioned only the Purpose 
of obtaining information about- possible communist influences. I be 
details of the Bureau s efforts to undermine Dr. King are discussed in 

The firsUnicmphones were installed about two weeks after a I***™* 
lx*r 1963, FBI conference at which methods of * neutralizing Dr. 
King were explored. 1 " Microphone surveillance was again discussed 
at an all-day conference at FBI Headcmartera in Min.ary 1 m4, 
attended by representatives of the I III laboratory prepaid o > 
effecting coverage of the activities of Martin Luther King, » **•• 
his aviates in Honolulu.- - Justifying thr need for mim.pl .me 
coverage, the Chief of the Fills Internal Security .Section yote 1 a 
tlm FBI was “attempt ing" in obtain m formation alnmt the |j>im t 
activities of Dr. King ami his associates’* so that Dr. King could Ik 

“completely discredited.” ,T " ( . t .. a , tii - __ 

The FBI memorandum authorizing the placement of the iret nimro- 
phone on Dr. King-nt the Willard Hotel in early January in M-pa- '« 
ns a basis “the intelligence and counterintelligence possil.ilitie* whi.lt 
thorough coverage of Dr. King’s activities might develop. • • • 

The Willard Hotel "hug" yiehTetl lt> reels of taw. .A inemoriini luin 
summarizing the tapes was sent to the Dila tor with W ininm >u 
recommendation that it be shown to \\ alter Jenkins, i 1^ reside • 
sons Special Assistant, ••inasmuch as Dr King's seeking an "PP<> - 

ment with President Johnson." •" Cartha D. Delxwch. Assistant to 
the' Director, showed the summary memorandum to Jenkins, nml late 
wrote : 

I told Jenkins that the Director indicated I should leave this 
attachment with him if he desired to let the President person- 
ally read it. Jenkins mentioned that he was sufficiently aware 
of the facts that he could verbally advise the President of 
the matter. Jenkins was of the opinion that the FBI couh 
perform a good service to the country if this matter could 
somehow be confidentially given to members of the press. 1 


- ««■ for example. Memorandum from william Sullivan to Alnn Belm.'nt. 
1 /a flu : niemornndum from Frederick Baumgardner to William Sull ' sn ; ,1'j ,,^1 
Some Bureau witnesses bare suggested that the mlcrepbones were Install ^ ^7 
to Intercept conversations between Pr. king and other Indl 'JJ “ _ — ' „ 

, u„ v to determine the extent of communist influence over King. The Bureau, 
however o^noMde'to produce any evidence that It had anHctpat* 
tween Pr. King and Adviser A or between Dr King and any .^ inlH.V owi^ions 
whom the Bureau alleged hsd communist connections on the Initial occasi 

memorandum from Frederick Baumgardner to William SnlUTan. 1V2S/05. 

« Memorandum from mill am Sullivan to Alan Belmont !Al 3 /WTi,ls ro 
ference nnd the FBI's attempts to discredit King are discussed infm. pp 13- 

"" Memorandum from Frederick Baumgardner to William Sullivan. 2/4/W. 
w Baumgardner memorandum. 1/28/64. n 

m Memorandum from William Sullivan to Alan Bclm ^.Vg/MThe memo- 
•n Memorandum front William Sullivan to Alan Belmont. 1/13/W The memo- 
rundum <ll«t not Indlcnle how th»* information hnd b«M*u obtained. 


